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Billions for war 

Nothing for jobs, schools or healthcare 

Turn to page 3 



Liz Hogg from Mason, Mich., joins protestors against the Iraq war in January in East Lansing across from the Campus of Michigan State University. She 
said, “I was so pissed at the increase of troops I couldn’t stay home.” She was joined by over 300 others at the demonstration that was sponsored by 
United for Peace and Justice. photo/daymonjhartley.com 
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What African American 
history means for all of us 


It is through the history of the strug¬ 
gle of Black Americans for equality that 
the real history of the U.S. is revealed. 
From the “three-fifths Compromise” of 
the 1787 Constitutional Convention to 
the present, American history, at its 
core, is the history of the unceasing ef¬ 
forts of the U.S. ruling class to keep the 
Black masses “in their place” in order 
to guarantee the domination of the U.S. 
working class as a whole. 

To accomplish their goal, the ruling 
class created and nurtured an antagonis¬ 
tic division within the working class on 
the basis of skin color. Throughout U.S. 
history, racism has been a powerful 
weapon for the capitalists. They recog¬ 
nized early that it was through the con¬ 
trol of Black slave labor that they 
controlled free white labor and hence 
the entire country. 

Each era of U.S. history has been 
marked by the refinement of the color 
bar. The period from the early 1600s to 
the Civil War saw the perfecting of 
chattel slavery and of the ideology of 
white supremacy. During this era the 
problem of labor scarcity was solved by 
the brutal exploitation of Black labor on 
the slave plantations of the South. Mil¬ 
lions of poor whites were deluded into 
defending slavery, thereby guaranteeing 
their own deepening impoverishment. 
The ideology of white supremacy 
sought to encourage especially poor 


whites to ally themselves with their 
employers or with the slaveholders 
rather than the enslaved workers. No 
matter how degraded the white work¬ 
ers’ own conditions, miniscule legal 
and social advantages kept them loyal 
to the capitalists. 

Following emancipation, racism was 
refashioned in the form of Jim Crow 
laws, KKK terror and lynch rope 
violence, imprisoning the Black freed- 
men in a new bondage of sharecrop¬ 
ping. There they were joined by poor 
whites who, though they generally 
shared the same 30-cent-a-day wage as 
Blacks, clung desperately to their social 
privileges. 

Post WW II era technological ad¬ 
vances such as the mechanical cotton 
picker eliminated sharecropping, thus 
destroying the economic basis of the 
Jim Crow system. This paved the way 
for the emergence of the modern civil 
rights movement. Here, the heroic 
struggle of Black Americans and their 
allies achieved some notable victories. 
The legal basis for color discrimination 
and segregation was destroyed, with a 
tiny minority of African Americans — 
the Black capitalists and the “Black 
middle class”—enjoying the fruits of 
this victory. 

However, for the overwhelming ma¬ 
jority of Black Americans, centuries of 
struggle bore no fruit. Unemployment 



among Blacks persists at rates double 
that of whites. In 2005, Blacks, at 14 
percent (39.8 million) of the population 
comprised 22.4 percent of the unem¬ 
ployed, 25 percent of persons in pover¬ 
ty and over 40 percent of all inmates in 
federal and state prisons. 

But the statistics depicting the des¬ 
perate plight of Black Americans pre¬ 
sent only part of the unfolding picture. 
The sop of social privilege for whites 
hides the fact that historically as well as 
presently the majority of the poor are 
white; 26 million or 70 percent of the 
37 million in poverty are white. Be¬ 
tween 1998 and 2003 the income of 
whites in the bottom 20 percent of the 
income distribution declined by over 3 
percent (from $20,038 to $19,372), 
while that of Blacks at the bottom rose 
nearly 6 percent (from $10,324 to 
$10,936). 


The facts are indisputable; the num¬ 
ber of whites at the bottom of the eco¬ 
nomic ladder grows continually and at 
an ever increasing rate. What is becom¬ 
ing apparent is that Blacks form the 
core of what is actually a rapidly grow¬ 
ing new class of the poor, composed of 
all colors and nationalities, created by 
the growing domination of labor-replac¬ 
ing electronic production. 

The arising of this new class of poor 
means the possibility, at long last, of the 
unity of workers along class lines and 
across the color line. It means the possi¬ 
bility of ending the capitalists’ ability to 
use race to divide and control the work¬ 
ers. Just as the application of steam to 
Northern industrial production sounded 
the death knell of slavery, so too will 
electronics signal the eradication of the 
color line and the imminent destruction 
of the capitalist system. 
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The struggle for peace 


COVER STORY 


Now that a powerful, broadly based 
movement against the Iraq war is taking 
shape, it is time for revolutionaries to 
make some assessment of that move¬ 
ment and its goals. Otherwise the revo¬ 
lutionaries will be swept along by the 
growing strength of the spontaneous 
movement and will not be able to make 
an independent contribution as to the 
direction of the struggle for peace. 

In order to understand peace, we 
must first understand war. 

Politicians as well as military men 
have over the centuries understood that 
modern war is an effort to achieve po¬ 
litical goals by violent means. However, 
politics does not stand independently. It 
is the handmaiden, the social expression 
of economics. Any serious investigation 
into the necessity and goals of a war 
must start with an examination of the 
economic conditions of the aggressor. 

War, like any major political event, 
has a number of causes, but one major 
cause unites and pulls all the rest for¬ 
ward. Under the capitalist system, that 
overriding cause is the necessity to ex¬ 
pand the market as productivity ex¬ 
pands. Otherwise, overproduction and 
depression sets in. 

By the end of WW II, the productive 
capacity of the United States had in¬ 
creased four-fold. There was no way to 
profitably apply that capacity to a 
peacetime market. The ruling class’ so¬ 
lution was the Cold War and the wed¬ 
ding of basic industry to the military. 
Since then, the application of electron¬ 
ics to industry created a gigantic in¬ 
crease in production. As a result we saw 
a series of wars to transform the pre¬ 
ponderance of the world, which was 
colonial or semi-colonial, from produc- 



Protesting the Iraq war in East Lansing, Mich. 
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ers for an imperialist national market 
into consumers in a world market. The 
result was the emergence of a world im¬ 
perialist class dominated by United 
States imperialism. 

By 1990 two things were apparent. 
One, the military had merged with giant 
corporations to become the basic, root 
industry in the country. This merger 
makes war inevitable since there is no 
other way to “sell” the immense pro¬ 
duction of the military industry. Sec¬ 
ondly, the last remaining areas of 
pre-capitalist relations—the oil-rich, 
tribal, impoverished areas of western 
Asia, or the Middle East—had to be 
converted to the capitalist mode of pro¬ 


duction and exchange. Part of this im¬ 
perial design is the control of the Caspi¬ 
an basin. With control of these vast oil 
resources, the ambitions of India and 
China could be contained. Instead of 
competitive producers, they would be¬ 
come vast markets for American elec¬ 
tronic production. The unpopular 
invasion of Iraq and the heroic, deter¬ 
mined resistance of the Iraqi people 
wrecked Bush’s tactical approach to 
this strategy. Some sections of the mili¬ 
tary and political bureaucracy are mov¬ 
ing to stop this disaster before it 
becomes catastrophic. They are not 
changing their strategy, but they must 
change their tactics. They cannot 
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change Bush’s tactics without relying 
on a mass movement against the war 
and for peace. 

In order to not block the road of fur¬ 
ther aggression, they must create an 
anti-war movement that sees war and 
peace as the subjective decision of lead¬ 
ing individuals rather than an integral 
part of the socio-economic system. 

This makes our tasks clear. The prob¬ 
lem is how do we raise the conscious¬ 
ness of the people to this 
understanding? History shows us that 
people move when their moral and eco¬ 
nomic beliefs are united. Furthermore, 
they cannot move until they visualize 
fighting for something, not simply 
against something. 

The absence of vision is the greatest 
weakness of the peace movement today. 
The Left in general is fighting for a 
“kinder, gentler” capitalism. What you 
see is what you get. There is no way to 
go back to the “good old days.” If we 
are to fight effectively, we must have 
something positive to fight for. We must 
constantly raise the issue of what could 
be done for education, healthcare, or 
housing with the $2 billion that we 
spend every week on the destruction of 
Iraq. As we do so, we must point out 
that the corporations can continue the 
war because they have the political 
power to do so. If the peace movement 
is to achieve its goals, it has to talk in 
terms of gaining the political power to 
do so. It is not leadership to simply tell 
people what they know. New ideas 
must be introduced if the movement is 
to grow and achieve its ends. 
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New tent city 
formed in Fla. 

Following are excerpts from a press release is¬ 
sued by tent city residents in St. Petersburg , Florida 
on January 26. The tent city was established on De¬ 
cember 22 and has won national news coverage for 
its persistence in the face of virulent attacks by city 
officials and police. Rev. Bruce Wright of Refuge 
Ministry has been instrumental in organizing com¬ 
munity and religious support. 

We are mostly the original members of tent city. 
Some of us are still currently homeless and some of 
us have been able to find temporary housing by 
combining the one-month voucher and the money 
that we had been saving. We stand together to do 
this press release as we all recognize that whether 
homeless or temporarily housed, that most of Amer¬ 
ica are only two paychecks or a catastrophic illness 
away from being homeless themselves. 

In less than a month, we have moved from in front 
of St. Vincent’s to the tent city on 4th Ave N, back to 
in front of St. Vincent’s, and now to this new loca¬ 
tion. We would prefer to live in a warm clean apart¬ 
ment with a bathroom and kitchen. Many of us have 
lived in beautiful homes with wonderful families. 
We are living in tents not because we want to but be¬ 
cause there is no available low cost housing, and 
tents, clustered together provide us with both some 
safety from the weather and more importantly safety 
from those who would want to harm us because of 
their prejudices and ignorance... 

We are not trying to make a political statement or 
to embarrass anyone. It was never our intent to 
make our plight political, but tent city has become 
political because our existence reflects the inade¬ 
quacy of this city to provide low cost housing. We 
are just the most vivid examples of the city’s failure 
to address the issues of inadequate low cost housing 
combined with low paying jobs... 

Problems have plagued us since. First, the City 
decided to cut down our tents. This is AFTER a 
promise that if we consolidated the two tent cities to 
one IN FRONT of St. Vincent’s that they would al¬ 
low us time to negotiate with them over the fire 
marshal’s concerns. WE complied and they lied! 
The police destroyed the only safety we had. We 
rebuilt, and as the destruction of our tents by the po¬ 
lice made national news, hundreds of people came 
forward with love, support, and more tents; and we 
thank each one... 

We have always been a self-governing communi¬ 
ty. We have our own contracts that we wrote for the 
residents of the original tent city. In the 4th Ave 
main tent city, we have had our own security that 
worked together with the City of St. Petersburg po¬ 
lice force, and most importantly, we had a commu¬ 
nity that worked on consensus and respect. The 
residents of tent city made the decisions and took 
the responsibility, and the advocates who chose to 
help worked WITH us to create a model communi¬ 
ty and respected and listened to our wishes... 



At the homeless’ tent city in St. Petersburg, Fla.. 
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We have enough problems in our 
lives working 40 to 80 hours a week 
at day labor trying to save enough for 
first, last and security for an apart¬ 
ment. We fear for our lives as the 
murderers of two of our fellow ex¬ 
tent city residents still roam the city... 

We ask the media to please keep 
telling our story. You have shared 
our stories with the people of St. 
Pete, and treated us with the dignity 
that all human beings are due, and 
we thank you. And so we move to 
this new tent city in the hopes of 
reestablishing our initial goal, to 
create a safe and democratic com¬ 
munity that will allow us to continue 
to work and partake of the American 
Dream, and then allow others to re¬ 
place us as we move into apartments 
and homes. We had a model that 
worked and we hope to reestablish it 
again on 18th St. We invite the 
press, all social service agencies and 
any advocates who want to partici¬ 
pate. We have only one criteria, re¬ 
spect us as equals as we do you. 

With love , 
The residents and 
ex-residents of the 
4th Ave. St. Tent City 


The significance of the 
growing homelessness in America 

A proliferation of Tent Cities is sweeping the country. 
The number of people taking over homes in violation of 
legal ordinances is growing. The number of people still 
living in trailer parks (originally to be temporary 
housing) on the Gulf Coast has tripled. Today’s 
homelessness is proof of the immorality, unwillingness 
and inability of capitalism to provide for people. 
Homelessness in today’s economic and political condi¬ 
tions is incurable. It results from the liquidation of jobs 
resulting from electronic production. These jobs are 
gone forever. As we fight to make the government 
responsible to provide housing for the poor, we must 
also show that ultimately, the only solution is the reorga¬ 
nization of society based on distribution of the necessi¬ 
ties according to need. Write for the People’s Tribune! 

— From the Editors 
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VISION 


AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries 
to debate why a cooperative society is a 
practical solution to the problems people 
are fighting out. We welcome your 
thoughts about the articles we are running 
and we welcome your articles. You can 
view all articles at www.peoplestribune.org. 
E-mail info@peoplestribune.org or write: 
People's Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, 
IL 60654 

Extreme Makeover: 
America needs one 

BY JOHN SLAUGHTER 


It’s a beautiful story. A mother with 
three children loses her home in a fire. 
Then her son is killed in an automobile 
accident. Then she loses her job. Some¬ 
how the TV show, “Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition” hears about her situa¬ 
tion. Thousands of volunteers are orga¬ 
nized to come in and tear down the old 
structure and build a fantastic new 
home in practically no time. And it’s 
free! Hugs, kisses and tears all around. 
Don’t you just wish this could happen 
to everybody? 

Now this: This month, on Valentine’s 
Day, the annual Poor People’s Day will 
convene in Atlanta, and the theme this 
year is “For the Love of Georgia, End 
Poverty, Hunger and Homelessness.” 
They will be talking about the 16,000 
homeless living on the streets of At¬ 
lanta, 40 percent of whom are families. 
They will be discussing the fact that in 
Georgia more than 900,000 people are 
what our government now calls “food 


insecure” (Hungry!). Also, there are 
now 1.7 million people living in Geor¬ 
gia who have no health insurance. 

“Extreme Makeover” is actually a 
pretty good model. With a hugely coop¬ 
erative effort by the community, all of 
the needs of a family are met. The prob¬ 
lem is that the TV show only provides 
for families in dire need, and only one a 
week at most. That doesn’t even begin 
to address the needs of the millions of 
others who are in similar circumstances. 

Our house, let’s call it America (even 
though it’s now becoming more a glob¬ 
al house), has a structure. That structure 
is designed to shelter and meet the 
needs of the inhabitants, our family. 
Only it isn’t. Because it is designed to 
put profits before people, greed before 
the good of all, this old house is in the 
process of self-destruction. On top sit 
the corporations and the wealthy, intent 
on maintaining this system which cre¬ 
ates more wealth on one pole and more 
poverty on the other every day. This 
house is structurally flawed, because a 
house is supposed to shelter and meet 
the needs of all the people, and it can’t. 
It is not even designed to do so. 

We can’t begin to end poverty, home¬ 
lessness and hunger within the con¬ 
straints of this system. Like the house 
on “Extreme Makeover,” we need to 
build a new house, with different struc¬ 
tures, which is built along cooperative 
lines, which is designed to meet the 
needs of the people first, which puts 
people before profits. America needs an 
Extreme Makeover. 

And we can’t just tinker with it. 
We’re not talking about a facelift. That 
is a kind of makeover, but it is only skin 


deep. And we’re not talking about a re¬ 
modeling, trying to fix this here and 
that there, without really affecting the 
fundamental structures. 

Katrina and the Gulf Coast are a re¬ 
flection of what is happening to the 
whole of society. The houses have been 
torn down; Katrina took care of that. 
There has been a massive tearing down, 
but there has not been any real recon¬ 
struction. As in New Orleans, all over 
America homes are being torn down 
and in their places, developers are mak¬ 
ing millions building luxury condos for 
the wealthy. Homes for the rich, home- 

THE FUTURE IS 


Let’s start at the beginning. As the 
capitalist system developed through the 
slave trade and the Caribbean planta¬ 
tions, capitalism became firmly planted 
in the colonies. Every colony had slav¬ 
ery, and none of the colonies, north or 
south, could have economically moved 
forward without the brutal working to 
death of the slave. 

Capitalist agriculture was for the 
market—rather than for consumption— 
and never reckoned with preservation 
of the land. This is especially true of 
cotton. The solution was the constant 
westward motion for virgin land. In 
fact, it was the westward movement of 
slavery. 

One example of this was the removal 
of the five “civilized” (i.e. slave-hold¬ 
ing) Indian tribes in order to open up 
their native lands to slavery by the Eu¬ 
ropeans. The “Trail of Tears” is an in¬ 
delible moral condemnation of US state 
policy for the expansion of slavery. Can 
you imagine the condition of the Indi¬ 
ans’ African slaves? Another example 
was the annexation of Texas and later 
the war against Mexico and the ripping 
off of half her national territory. There 
was no other reason for this expansion¬ 
ism than the proliferation of slavery. The 
westward march of liberty is a joke. 

Most people understand that the Civ¬ 
il War was fought over the African 
Americans’ condition as slaves. Few re¬ 
alize that Wilson was a vicious white 
supremacist and probably would not 
have been elected president if Blacks 
were able to vote. Roosevelt would not 


lessness for the poor. The same old 
same old, only more. 

You can’t just build the same old 
house back again just the way it was. 
Remember Humpty Dumpty? America 
needs a new home, a new design. We 
already have all the building materials 
we need. We have the people. All we 
have to do is get that old house out of 
the way and begin the rebuilding. It will 
be a house we will all be proud to call 
home. 

For the love of America, end hunger, 
homelessness and poverty forever. 


UP TO US! 


have won his third term without a solid 
African American vote. This goes for 
Truman and a number of presidents 
who changed the political direction of 
the country. 

In addition, every single one of the 
oppressive labor laws had their founda¬ 
tion in the control of the African Amer¬ 
ican. The control of a disjointed 
working class was achieved through 
uniting the white worker and capitalist 
to exclude the African American. 

In the realm of culture, if it weren’t 
for the African Americans we would 
still be dancing the minuet. At the heart 
of American culture beats the culture of 
the African American people. They 
would not have created this culture if 
not for the isolation, brutality and seg¬ 
regation of the African Americans as a 
people. Apart from the culture of the In¬ 
dian, the culture of the African Ameri¬ 
can is the only American culture. 
Everything else was an ethnic culture 
brought over from the old world. The 
other aspect is, it is becoming a world 
culture. 

So when we say that the African 
Americans are at the heart of American 
history, we don’t mean that they were in 
control of that history. The sad fact is 
that controlling and manipulating the 
Black 10 percent was the way to control 
the white majority. This is the only way 
we can make sense of a history that gives 
the world the most exalted visions along 
with the most brutal and callous ex¬ 
ploitation and destruction of human life. 
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Editor’s note: This column is excerpts from the book, “The Future Is Up 
To Us: A Revolutionary Talking Politics with the American People,” by 
Nelson Peery. Send your thoughts to info@peoplestribune.org. To 
order the book, send $12 to Speakers for a New America Books, 
c/o People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 

Why is African American history 
at the heart of American history? 
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‘Massachusetts plan’ would end 
health care as we know it 


BY SHEILAH OLANIRAN, RITA VALENTI, JOYCE MILLS, 

ETHEL LONG-SCOTT, SAL SANDOVAL AND MARSHALL BLESOVSKY 


Less than a week after the 2006 national elections, America’s Health Insur¬ 
ance Plans (AHIP) threw down the gauntlet on health care reform. What is their 
proposal? An “individual mandate!” It is a proposal requiring individuals by law 
to buy health insurance. Insurance companies intend to make this “individual 
mandate” the leading form of health reform in the next period of time. 

Let’s be clear. This is not just one of a series of bad proposals for health re¬ 
form. It is a proposal to end health care as we know it, for the worse, not the bet¬ 
ter, and it is coming to you. 

Under the guise of providing “universal healthcare” nationally, the plan has 
become known as the “Hope for Millions” or the “Massachusetts plan” because 
the state of Massachusetts was the first state to pass an individual mandate for 
health insurance. It has also been called the “no insurance company left behind” 
act by opponents who note that the plan will grow, not shrink, private insurance 
companies control over the “market” in health care. This plan is being promot¬ 
ed in different forms in different states and the final proposals will be fought out 
in the coming months and years. It is not an incremental step to single-payer or 
national public health insurance. In effect it assigns the government (through 
the IRS) the role of pimp rather than guarantor for health care, and you yourself 
will be paying for whatever you can get. (See the related article on this page for 

information on the plan.) 

But it is not in the inter¬ 
ests of business to meet 
working people’s needs. 
Those who are waiting for 
corporations to “see the 
light” around health care 
will wait their lifetimes. 
The corporate agenda to¬ 
day is to get out of respon¬ 
sibility for any of their 
employees’ needs, not in¬ 
crease that responsibility. 
That is the message so 
clearly put forward by the 
AHIP and its health pro¬ 
posal. Corporate America will hold government accountable for its implemen¬ 
tation. We have to hold the government accountable for guaranteeing real health 
reform!!!!!! 

The People’s Tribune encourages readers to share your concerns and/or 
ideas for what’s happening to health care, what should be done to fix it, 
and what’s happening to you. Send your stories and ideas to 
info@peoplestribune.org. 



Protesting planned health care cuts in 
Chicago. photo/paul merideth 
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Nurses and others fighting proposed public health care cuts in Cook County, 
llinois in January. photo/paul merideth 


WHAT IS THE ‘MASSACHUSETTS PLAN 5 ? 

The Massachusetts plan requires people over the 
poverty line to purchase a private insurance policy, 
giving families below 300 percent of poverty a par¬ 
tial subsidy. The plan requires a nominal fee from 
businesses that employ more than 10 people and do 
not provide health coverage to their 
employees...about $295 a year per employee. This 
is chicken feed in our inflated health care “market.” 
In Massachusetts currently, a fairly comprehensive 
plan costs about $14,000 per family, according to a 
recent Hastings Center Report. Analysts predict that 
the real effect of the plan will be the following: 

Those with the least will be hit the hardest. In¬ 
surers will start to offer more “stripped down” 
plans, the kinds of plans that are already the major 
cause of Americans being bankrupted by health 
care! Furthermore, the plan relies heavily on money 
currently used to help cover the “medically indi¬ 
gent,” including both documented and undocument¬ 


ed residents, to cover a larger number of uninsured. 
The plan will eventually end any “free-care” pool. 
Those who don’t buy insurance will get hit with IRS 
fines. Some will actually have the “right” to make a 
special request to remain “legally” uninsured!!!!!! 

There is nothing to stop health care conglom¬ 
erates from continuing to inflate health care costs 
in the search for profit. Private insurance corpora¬ 
tions, big pharmaceutical companies, the high- and 
bio-technology industry and other giants have al¬ 
ready turned hospitals and other health providers in 
the U.S. into a business that trades on sickness and 
death. This plan will guarantee huge gains for insur¬ 
ers and hospitals while making working people foot 
the bill. The plan considers HSAs—health savings 
accounts—as coverage. HSAs allow folks to “buy” 
their own high-deductible private insurance by 
socking away around $2000, nowhere near what 
real coverage costs these days, and these HSAs 
would be the biggest boon to speculative capital 


since IRAs. Investment banks are getting deeper 
into health insurance and the insurance companies 
are getting deeper into banking. The government’s 
assigned role is to legally restructure itself so that 
this takes place, not to guarantee health care. 

To diffuse the anger of those who are hard hit, 
attempts to blame lack of health care on poor im¬ 
migrants and other impoverished working peo¬ 
ple will increase. In the process of implementation, 
as people get caught between a rock and a hard 
place, appeals to the “efficiency” of this proposal 
will, in all likelihood, include old, tired attacks on 
the few remaining ways people without money 
and/or documented citizenship have access to care. 
New Medicaid regulations require proof of legal 
status to enroll or stay enrolled, and propaganda 
against the poor and immigrants will continue to be 
used to control anyone who attempts to mobilize 
against these new injustices. 
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Health care workers and other Cook County, Illinois residents rallied Jan. 29 in Chicago against proposed cuts in vital services, including public health 
care. photo/corey lanham 


Budget crisis hits Cook County 

Residents rally against planned cuts 


BY SHEILAH GARLAND-OLANIRAN 

The 2007 Cook County Illinois 
(Chicago) budget crisis is another ex¬ 
ample of an Achilles’ heel in our sys¬ 
tem. Cook County, once cited as the 
11th largest economy in the world, is 
planning to balance its budget on the 
lives and health of county residents. 
(On this page are photos of a Jan. 29 
budget-cut protest at Chicago’s City 
Hall.) 

The over $500 million in rec¬ 
ommended cuts would create a 
disaster not only in the country’s 
second largest public health care 
system that serves an estimated 
1.4 million people with no health 
insurance, but would also devas¬ 
tate the County’s intricate web of 
government services. 

COOK COUNTY RESIDENTS 
RESPOND 

They showed up at press confer¬ 
ences, rallies, vigils and protests 
and filled the public hearings be¬ 
yond capacity. Strong protests were 
mounted against the closing of over 16 
clinics and school-based clinics from a 
network of 26. These crowds were not 
docile; they chanted “let us in,” and 
“no cuts to services.” The clinic clos¬ 
ings will further cripple the ability of 
the poor, uninsured, underinsured and 
indigent people to get vital health care. 

Besides the general state and mu¬ 
nicipal budget crisis, a recent move 
by Bush to cut nearly $4 billion in 
money that the government currently 
pays to the states to help cover health 
costs to the uninsured and under in¬ 


sured would worsen the situation. 
Public hospitals that receive pay¬ 
ments in excess of the billed amount 
from the federal government would 
only receive dollar for dollar in billed 
Medicaid payments, which have up 
to now allowed these public hospitals 
to offset some of the cost of care. 

With the initial revelation of the 
draft 2007 Cook County Budget, Todd 
Stroger, the new Cook County Board 
of Commissioners President, turned 


his back on his working class support¬ 
ers, the labor unions and the poor. He 
broke the promise to maintain Cook 
County services, especially health care 
service, that he campaigned on. 

This crisis is developing in a 
changing local and world economy. 
The increasing role of corporations in 
government decisions dictates that 
monies will be spent on multi-million 
dollar development projects, war, sup¬ 
pression of our right to protest and 
projects that benefit those corpora¬ 
tions. The clinics and services cited 


for elimination are in areas where for¬ 
merly stable working class communi¬ 
ties are being replaced. They are 
being moved to the edges of the city, 
while the center of Chicago is the new 
Mecca, where the wealthy can afford 
to plop down $400,000 to $4 million 
for a condominium and where the tax¬ 
es are over $10,000 a year. 

WE CAN FIGHT THIS 

While the piecemeal government 
sponsored health care that Cook 
County Bureau of Health Services 
represents is better than nothing, it 
should be replaced with a system 
that guarantees access to health¬ 
care for all. 

HOLD COOK COUNTY OFFICIALS 
ACCOUNTABLE 

City of Chicago municipal elec¬ 
tions are on Feb. 27, 2007. The 
Cook County Board of Commis¬ 
sioners is to vote on the budget cuts 
February 28. We cannot let our city 
officials run without taking a posi¬ 
tion for or against the budget cuts. 
The proposed cuts will create a health 
care disaster. We need to hold all elect¬ 
ed officials responsible. 

The fight to keep Cook County 
health care is a first step in our fight 
for universal access to care for all: a 
single payer system that eliminates 
insurance companies and the stock 
market from the health care system 
and places access and need at the 
center. This is a fight worth fighting. 

Sheilah Garland-Olaniran is the 
Midwest Collective Bargaining Coor¬ 
dinator for NNOC/CNA 


Voices of some budget cut protesters 

“I speak for attending physicians at 
Stroger Hospital. These cuts remove 
methods of keeping communities healthy 
and substitute a war zone model of imper¬ 
sonal mega-clinics and hospitals. This 
model is too often seen in impoverished 
countries of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. I had hoped never to be con¬ 
fronted with the planned creation of such 
a system here. “ 

— Dr. Peter Orris, 
Stroger Hospital of Cook County 

“We’re asking to reinstate the Cook 
County Drug School Program. A lot of 
people end up homeless if sent to prison. 
This allows for a second chance. We also 
ask not to cut the Department of Women 
Justice Services, or many women could 
be back on the streets or homeless. There 
are 73,000 homeless in Chicago yearly.” 

— Andrea Hall, Organizer, Chicago 
Coalition for the Homeless. (Editor's 
note: Funds were restored to the Women 
Justice Services due to ongoing pressure 
from across Cook County.) 

“Elected officials who are reckless 
enough to support this budget cut to vital 
services without pursuing other avenues 
first will be responsible for patient’s 
lives.” 

— Martese Chisom, R.N., President, 
Midwest Region 13, National Nurses Or¬ 
ganizing Committee/California Nurses 
Association (NNOC/CNA) 

“Senator Barack Obama and his col¬ 
leagues in Washington need to address our 
national health care plan, not just here, 
but everywhere across this nation where 
the system is dead and dying. We need 
Medicare for all, here and nationally.” 

— Deborah Burger, R.N. President, 
(NNOC/CNA) 



From left, Martese Chisom, R.N., Dr. 
Peter Orris and Deborah Burger, R.N. 
address the media. photo/sandra reid 
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People of New Orleans still fightmg f says organizer 


BY PEOPLE'S TRIBUNE STAFF 

Editor’s note: Suncere Ali Shakur is 
an organizer for New Orleans’ Com¬ 
mon Ground Relief Organization. He 
speaks of the intense struggle for hous¬ 
ing, against police brutality and pover¬ 
ty, and against the corporations. As an 
example of what people are up against, 
as we go to press, the Democracy 
Now! website announced that police 
raided the Saint Bernard housing pro¬ 
ject where activists had been occupy¬ 
ing a building to prevent the 
government from demolishing it. Fur¬ 
ther, the Housing Authority has sent a 
letter to one of the lead lawyers for the 
residents, Bill Quigley, pressuring him 
to remove from the Web statements he 
made against the Housing Authority 
and to essentially silence him from 
speaking to the press. He has refused. 
Below are excerpts from an interview 
with Suncere Ali Shakur. 

People’s Tribune: What is the goal of 
Common Ground? 

After Katrina, the government was 
here and gone after three weeks. The 
Red Cross is gone. FEMA is gone. 
We’re still here, organizing in the com¬ 
munity, which is a beautiful thing. We 
want the people to make this center 
their own and they have. Our slogan is 
“Solidarity not Charity.” 

PT: What are the main issues Com¬ 
mon Ground is dealing with? 

People are scattered across the coun¬ 


try and still trying to get back home. 
They are dealing with a corrupt police 
department, the gutting of their homes, 
healthcare, legal issues like insurance 
and contractor scams, things of that na¬ 
ture. Common Ground is trying to assist 
them get back on their feet. Unfortu¬ 


nately the government and their con¬ 
tractors are making money hand over 
foot. I heard a report from Corporation 
Watch. The corporation that was to 
gather up the bodies didn’t get all bod¬ 
ies and left them floating in the water; 
then they billed the state $6 million. 
The company was a friend of Bush, out 
of Texas. There is a report Corporation 
Watch put out called “Big Easy Money” 
that shows exactly what is going on in 
great detail. 


PT: How are people responding? 

People are very angry at the corpora¬ 
tions and contractors because nothing 
really is being done. There are a few or¬ 
ganizations trying to give people a plat¬ 
form to voice their hardships on a 
national scale. 


PT: What is the most shocking thing 
you have seen? 

Mostly, how the police are dealing 
with crime. They sent the NYPD 
here—known to be brutal and petty — 
and then the national guard. A couple 
was shot during a robbery. Bringing in 
federal law enforcement costs money— 
thousands. If they invested it in getting 
people’s homes rebuilt, and better 
healthcare and housing, crime would be 
relieved. For example, we’ve got eight 


people living in a trailer; when you step 
out of the shower, you’re in the toilet. 
They’re not even publicizing when the 
“road home money” is coming in. 

PT: How did you get involved? 

I heard the president on television de¬ 
clare war on Black people during Katri¬ 
na. He said he’d bring troops from Iraq 
because of the “violence” and that’s the 
only language “they” understand. Then 
I saw at the bottom of the screen the 
Dow Jones. I knew they were using law 
enforcement and military might to take 
people’s lands, because banks had al¬ 
ready made deals while there was still 
water on the ground—deals to divvy up 
the land and move forward with gentrfi- 
cation off the Gulf Coast. The ways 
things are going, Black people will be 
extinct. 

PT: Given the spreading poverty in 
the area, can you comment on the po¬ 
tential for unity of the poor? 

Some whites are beginning to see 
themselves differently than how they 
saw themselves before Katrina. Some 
poor whites see themselves as lumped 
in with Black people. Of course there 
are the others that don’t. 

Suncere is a speaker for Speakers 
for a New America. Call 800-691- 
6888for information on speakers. For 
more on Common ground, visit 
http:llwww.commongroundrelief.org/. 



‘FEMA is gone. 
We’re still here, 
organizing in the 
community, 
which is a 
beautiful thing.’ 


PHOTO/TED QUANT 


CHICAGO PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE BENEFIT RAISES $2,500 


The People’s Tribune held 
a lively and informative 
benefit on January 27, 
2007, in Chicago, Illinois, 
where over $2,500 in 
donations was raised. 
Speakers were leaders 
of struggles against 
corporate domination and 
for a new America. Each 
uses the People’s Tribune 
as a resource to help 
educate and guide their 
battles. At right are brief 
excerpts from the remarks 
of those who spoke. 



Marian Kramer, a leader of the 
struggle to turn water back on for 
over 45,000 Detroit residents: “The 
corporations in Detroit don’t pay their 
water bills. The Detroit area provides 
water for 4.3 million people. They are 
privatizing that water. Our job is to 
expose these crooks. In the process we 
have to expose the capitalist system for 
what it is. Water is key. Try to live 
without it for a few days and see what 
happens.” 



Rev. Edward Pinkney, a leader in the 
struggle for justice and against the 
Whirlpool Corporation: “If we plan on 
making a change in this country, we 
have to stand up and beat these corpora¬ 
tions. But, we can’t win without a news¬ 
paper. And we have to get it out to peo¬ 
ple. I want the People’s Tribune in color 
because more people will be attracted to 
it. Whenever I speak, I give one-half of 
my fees to the paper so we can have 
color. If we are going to have a move¬ 
ment and be successful, we need the 
newspaper and, also, the radio and 
Internet.” 



Sheilah Garland-Olanihan, who is 
involved in the Cook County Budget 
struggle: “I am from Flint (Michigan), 
and the daughter of an autoworker. I can 
tell you that when the robot came into 
the auto plant, the people went out. 
There’s only one plant left in Flint today. 
If you have production without human 
labor, you need distribution without 
money The basic necessities of life have 
to be available to everyone, regardless of 
whether you have money.” 


H Bob Lee, Editor, People’s Tribune: 

“We want the People’s Tribune to help 
pull together the various struggles—for 
health care, education, housing, justice, 
peace—into a mighty river than can 
confront this system and turn it into a 
new society where people’s needs are 
met. We want to use the People’s 
Tribune to put forward a vision and 
strategy for victory. That strategy is 
unity around the demands of the poor. 
This is your paper. Contribute to it. 
Write for it. Distribute it.” 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 800-691 -6888 * www.speakersforanewamerica.com 
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THE HOMELESSNESS RADIO MARATHON, FEB. 20-21 


BY PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE STAFF 


The Homelessness Marathon is a 14-hour 
radio broadcast featuring the voices and sto¬ 
ries of homeless people from around the U.S. 
It features live call-ins all night long via a 
toll-free number. The Tenth Annual Home¬ 
lessness Marathon will broadcast from Fres¬ 
no, California. You can participate by tuning 
into a station in your area. Or listen online. 
A list of stations and a link to streaming au¬ 
dio will be posted at http://www.homeless- 
nessmarathon.org/. 

The broadcast will start at 7 p.m. (Eastern) 
on Tuesday, February 20. It will end at 9 a.m. 
(Eastern) on Wednesday, February 21. 

Jeremy Alderson, founder and director of 
the Homelessness Marathon, started the ef¬ 
fort by putting a desk outside on the Com¬ 
mons of Ithaca, New York, to dramatize that 
people are outside in the cold. “I ranted all 
night about why we ought to care about 
homelessness. I’ve been going around the 
country ever since, originating Homelessness 
Marathons, and the broadcast has grown and 
grown. Last year we were on over 110 sta¬ 
tions with another 30 or so stations in Cana¬ 
da. I’ve come to realize that the problem in 
this country is not with our people, but with 
our leaders. We wouldn’t have hundreds of 
thousands of people sleeping on our streets if 
something hadn’t gone deeply wrong with 
our nation. On our broadcast, we’re going to 
be giving experts, callers, and the homeless, 
themselves, a chance to speak.” 

Fresno is a good choice for the Marathon. 
The City has been systematically destroying 
the makeshift homes and precious few pos¬ 
sessions of the homeless. But, the communi¬ 
ty is speaking out against this immoral act! 
“The time has come,” said Rev. Floyd D. 


Food Not Bombs members serve a weekly meal to the homeless in Fresno’s Roeding Park. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 


Harris, Jr., “Fresno’s Mayor Allen Autry said 
he was going to bring the city together but 
has actually destroyed the City’s have-not’s. 
Now the have-nots have a chance to tell their 
story about Fresno—the All American city 
called the life of Hell!” 

Here are links to Fresno stories about the 
homeless struggle: 

http ://www. indy bay. org/ne w sitems/2006/10/ 
26/18323604.php 

http ://www. indy bay. org/ne w sitems/2006/10/ 
26/18323549.php. 


‘The time has come for new leaders!’ 


BY REV. FLOYD D. HARRIS JR. 

The time has come for new 
leaders to rise up to be messengers 
to speak truth to God’s people. My 
eyes and heart have been opened 
to organize a new civil and human 
rights organization to empower 
God’s people in America. 

I have traveled across America 
speaking hope and fighting for jus¬ 
tice in communities suffering from 
police brutality, the war in Iraq, 
environmental racism, AIDS, a 
lack of a living wage, prison, etc. I 
understand that education about 
social justice with prayer is the 
only way to fight injustice in 
America. America was founded on 
the backs of oppressed Black peo¬ 
ple in slavery. Today’s government 
policy and procedures in America 
are still racist. We must look at our 
ancestors and pattern our demand 
for freedom from the foundation 
they have laid. 

On March 3, 2007 we will gath¬ 
er at the Justice Corner to march to 
the Free AME Church to kick off 
the birth of a new national organi¬ 
zation called The National Net¬ 
work In Action. There will be 
singing, choirs, speeches, poets, 
drama and a Black History Pro¬ 
gram. There will be different orga¬ 
nizations coming from different 
parts of the country. As the 
keynote speaker, I will educate, 
motivate, organize, mobilize, ener¬ 
gize and empower God’s people 
through education. I thank every¬ 
one who has supported me as the 


Rev. Harris. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 

California State President of Na¬ 
tional Action Network under the 
leadership of Rev. A1 Sharpton. 
There will be National Network In 
Action chapters across the United 
States America. 

It’s time for us as a people to 
come out of our comfort zone and 
quit sitting on the side line making 
excuses why we can’t get involved 
in today’s social issues. In Hosea 
Chapter 4:6 it says, “God’s people 
are destroyed for the lack of 
knowledge.” We as pastor, minis¬ 
ter etc., need to see that people are 
crying out for Help and what are 
we doing about it? Malcolm X 
said there is too much sing going 
on and not enough swing to fight 
for the liberation of people. There 
are too many churches in our 
communities for the community to 
be a battle zone! This is not the 
fault of the people. This is our 
clergy’s fault! Wake up Clergy! 
God is watching you! 

Rev. Floyd D. Harris Jr 
xy floy d @ aol .com 
(559) 803-0286 


NATIONAL 
1 ACTION 


Group wants to help parolees get educated, avoid jail 


FROM A CONTRIBUTOR 


OAKLAND, Calif.—James Joshua, 
Jr., is the founder and Executive Director 
of Citizens Concerned for Parolees, Inc., 

From 1989 to 1995, while in prison, 
Josh taught General Education courses 
to other inmates. After his release in 
1997, he entered Merritt Community 
College in Oakland and earned his Asso¬ 
ciate’s Degree in 2000. He participated in 
the COSER counseling program. With 
encouragement from family and faculty 
mentors, he was admitted to the Universi¬ 
ty of California at Berkeley in 2001 and 
received his Bachelor of Arts in Sociolo¬ 
gy in 2003. 

At Merritt College and at UC Berke¬ 
ley, Josh’s professors exposed him to so¬ 
ciology and the work of social theorists, 
ranging from Jean-Jacques Rousseau to 
Michel Foucault, who inspired Josh in 
this work. Josh began to understand the 
structure of societies and the relationship 
between social structures and the behav¬ 
iors of individuals. 


This understanding sparked his hu¬ 
manitarian fire regarding the criminal 
justice system and parolees. After much 
discussion and passionate debate with 
fellow students, professors and close 
friends regarding the criminal justice sys¬ 
tem, Josh came to envision a solution for 
recidivism and a route to a better life for 
parolees. Josh learned from his discus¬ 
sions that a way must be found for other 
parolees to have access to mentors to as¬ 
sist them in their quest to avoid the traps 
of recidivism. Josh and his mentors cre¬ 
ated Citizens Concerned for Parolees. 
Three years later it was granted nonprof¬ 
it status. 

Today, Josh is a man with a mission: to 
create an educational program serving 
new parolees, to demonstrate to these 
parolees the importance of education in 
their society and provide a method for 
them to avoid a return to jail and to over¬ 
come the barriers of reentry into their so¬ 
ciety. His mission will help new parolees 
in their quest for productive lives. 


FEBRUARY 2007 • PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 




















Public housing tenants march on the Chicago HUD office in December. photo/n.e. Illinois ppehrc 

Protest at Chicago HUD office forces 
negotiations with Midwest director 


BY THE N.E. ILLINOIS POOR 
PEOPLE’S ECONOMIC HUMAN 
RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 


On Dec. 11, 2006, 100 tenants 
marched on the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Chicago headquarters to de¬ 
mand an end to corruption, deteriorat¬ 
ing conditions and the displacement of 
poor people and people of color out of 
Chicago. The protest was organized by 
the Coalition to Protect Public Housing 
(CPPH) and the Student/Tenant Orga¬ 
nizing Project (STOP), who have 
formed the N.E. Illinois Poor People’s 
Economic Human Rights Campaign. 
Eight tenant councils representing over 
2000 households forced negotiations 
with Midwest HUD Director Joseph 
Galvan on Jan. 11, 2007, where they 
proposed solutions such as tenant self¬ 
management and got commitments to 
address the issues facing public and 
subsidized housing tenants in Chicago. 

Tenants demand that HUD stop giving 
contracts to slumlords, re-start training 
and funding for tenant self-management, 
eliminate hazardous conditions, force 
disclosure of all operating budgets to 
tenant councils, and stop the demolition 
of public housing. At the negotiations, 
the Washington Scene Tenants Associa¬ 
tion told of a tenant falling seven floors 
and a heart patient climbing nine flights 


of stairs on foot because of broken ele¬ 
vators. The Cabrini Rowhouse Council 
denounced the non-renewal of their ten¬ 
ant management contract and demanded 
its restoration. Grove Parc tenants ex¬ 
plained how mismanagement has led to 
the threat of foreclosure and displace¬ 
ment and demanded HUD let tenants de¬ 
cide the complex’s fate. The Kimbark 
Tenants Association and Lake Park East 
Tenants Association told of being denied 
their right to an on-site meeting space. 
Evergreen Terrace and Drexel Court ten¬ 
ants addressed repairs concerns such as 
falling ceilings. “Our main goal is that 
all the residents need to be at the table. If 
tenants control our own buildings, then 
the responsibility is ours, and we can do 
better,” says Lonnie Richardson of 
STOP and the Grove Parc Tenants Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Among other things, tenants made 
Mr. Galvan commit to personally visit 
all properties with tenant association 
representatives, ask all owners to turn 
over their operating budgets to tenants, 
and resolve all dangerous and haz¬ 
ardous conditions within 30 days. “We 
got the meeting with HUD due to a 
massive display of organized power 
from the joining together of subsidized 
and public housing residents. People al¬ 
ways say that poor Black people can’t 
come together, but this was a display of 
power and we didn’t need our so-called 


leaders to come out and advocate for us, 
we did this for ourselves,” says Ebonee 
Stevenson, an organizer with STOP and 
leader of the Kimbark Tenants Associa¬ 
tion. “What I think is working is our 
unity. We’re getting smart in the hood. 
This man was learning from us, he 
don’t really know what’s happening 
from behind that big desk of his,” says 
Stephanie Campbell of the Grove Parc 
Tenants Association. 

The struggle against corruption, mis¬ 
management, and displacement of poor 
people and people of color and for the 
solution of tenant self-management 
continues. “We showed HUD we mean 
business. Mr. Galvan shouldn’t worry 
about the bus we brought down, he 
should worry about the next time, when 
there will be buses if our issues aren’t 
resolved,” says Carol Steele, co¬ 
founder of CPPH. 

“We said to HUD, if nothing happens 
here we plan on taking this all the way 
to Washington,” said Mr. Richardson. 
To keep up the pressure, the Poor Peo¬ 
ple’s Economic Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign is requesting a Justice 
Department investigation into corrup¬ 
tion at HUD. “There are rules and regu¬ 
lations HUD needs to abide by and I 
want some action to be taken. This is 
until people’s housing needs are met. 
We have solidarity and we’re sticking 
together,” says Ms. Steele. 


Corruption at HUD 
helps push poor people 
of color out of Chicago 

BY THE N.E. ILLINOIS POOR 
PEOPLE’S ECONOMIC HUMAN 
RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 


For years a handful of slumlords have 
controlled public and subsidized hous¬ 
ing in Chicago. Politically-connected 
developers make millions pushing the 
poor out of the city. Owners and man¬ 
agers like Elzie Higginbottom of East 
Lake Management and Leon Finney of 
The Woodlawn Organization collect 
millions in federal funds and skimp on 
repairs to maximize profits. Private de¬ 
velopers like Dan McLean of The Habi¬ 
tat Company and Allison Davis’s Davis 
Group carry out a “Plan for Transforma¬ 
tion” that is displacing tens of thousands 
more public housing residents than it is 
re-housing. All use clout at City Hall, at 
the Chicago Housing Authority (CHA), 
at institutions like the University of 
Chicago and at HUD to continue profit¬ 
ing off mismanagement and displace¬ 
ment. “HUD’s neglect of our 
communities is akin to the travesty and 
injustice that the people of New Orleans 
suffered from Katrina. Their inability to 
do anything has devastated our commu¬ 
nities just as government inaction during 
Katrina devastated New Orleans,” says 
Charles Price of the Coalition to Protect 
Public Housing (CPPH). 

The problems facing subsidized ten¬ 
ants show exactly what’s in store for 
displaced public housing tenants. While 
HUD stands by, conditions deteriorate 
and condo conversions or demolitions 
displace tenants. “HUD has failed the 
tenants by allowing corruption to exist 
within these various housing authori¬ 
ties. How do HUD endorse a plan for 
public housing when subsidized hous¬ 
ing is being plagued by problematic of¬ 
ficials? How do we ensure a stable life 
for our families if the system we mov¬ 
ing into is unstable?” asks CPPH orga¬ 
nizer Willie Flemming. “HUD needs to 
stop giving these slumlords contracts, 
they steady givin’ them out and they 
just squander the money,” says Lonnie 
Richardson of STOP and the Grove 
Parc Tenants Association. 

STOP and CPPH have joined to fight 
for solutions. “We need programs that 
will train tenants to manage and take 
ownership of the properties. We live in 
and are concerned about every aspect of 
these properties, from repairs to screen¬ 
ing to security, so why not turn it over di¬ 
rectly to us?” says Ebonee Stevenson, 
STOP organizer and Kimbark Tenants 
Association leader. “This is part of a 
larger war on the poor. There aren’t liv¬ 
ing wage jobs or adequate social services 
and the few services poor people have 
are being cut off. The only way to stop it 
is for poor people ourselves to organize 
and use our power,” says Ms. Stevenson. 
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The Highland Towers Apartments 

Tenants burn stoves at night to stay warm 



BY WILLIAMX AKBAR 

The tenants of the Highland 
Towers, located in Highland 
Park, Michigan, are waging 
a fight to survive. They pay 
rent each month that in¬ 
cludes utilities, but remain 
without heat. 

The landlord has been given a list of 
some 300 violations by the State of 
Michigan. The issue has been debated 
back and forth between the landlord and 
the City officials. It has been four 
months since this issue was brought to 
the attention of the City Council, and 
here it is February (one of the coldest 
winter months) and the building is still 
without heat. 

One tenant (whose name I will not 
mention) informed me that its been so 
cold in her apartment she has to burn 
her stove at night. Even after the health 
and fire departments have been out to 
inspect the building, there have been 
few changes and the issues with the 
landlord remain the same. They only 
put in smoke detectors and fire extin¬ 
guishers. Nothing else has been done. 


The Highland Towers apartments. 


They still have no heat and no working 
elevators. 

There are 135 apartment units in the 
building with only 60 tenants. The rents 
are from $450 to $650. The majority of 
the tenants are women with small chil¬ 
dren. They cannot afford to move at this 
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time. There are a number of senior citi¬ 
zens who are tenants that are being in¬ 
timidated by management. The Highland 
Park Human Rights Coalition has as¬ 
sisted a few seniors by relocating them 
into senior housing. 

Highland Park is still under the State 


of Michigan’s appointed Financial 
Manager’s control. The State of Michi¬ 
gan has the responsibility for the health 
and safety of the tenants. If this build¬ 
ing was located in a wealthy communi¬ 
ty, the State would be all over the 
landlord, but it is located in a poor 
working class community and the gov¬ 
ernment doesn’t care. Someone may 
freeze in this building before the end of 
the month. 

The Highland Towers was once one 
of the most beautiful luxury buildings 
in the metropolitan area. It was owned 
by the late comedian of Saturday Night 
Live, Gilda Radner and her family. This 
building, like a number of other build¬ 
ings and single homes located in High¬ 
land Park, are moneymaking investments 
for slum landlords. 

The Highland Park Human Rights 
will continue to help the tenants orga¬ 
nize for quality housing and for the pro¬ 
tection of their Human Rights. We must 
fight against the injustice of those who 
have turned Highland Park into a corpo¬ 
rate wasteland, the State of Michigan 
and the profit making of the slum land¬ 
lords. Our Human Rights are being vio¬ 
lated. We will keep you informed of this 
struggle. 


‘Let my father have justice,’ 
says Michigan woman 


BY CHERYL JACKSON-BROWN 

On May 10, 1982, my sister and I re¬ 
ported to the Berrien County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment in St. Joseph, Michigan, that we 
suspected our father, Brence Jackson, had 
been murdered by arsenic poisoning. I 
also reported being suspicious of three 
other deaths prior to my father’s that may 
also have been the result of poisoning. I 
was hoping the burden of this horrific 
nightmare would be taken off my hands, 
but I might as well have been talking to the 
wall. Detective George Vallrath told us 
that this didn’t happen around here, it only 
happens in big cities. 

I had found suspicious articles in my fa¬ 
ther’s trash barrel and turned them over to 
the Department that day. But the tests per¬ 
formed were for strychnine and not ar¬ 
senic, even though a bottle of Fatsco ant 
poisoning (made with arsenic) was among 
the items found in the trash. 

We began several legal battles hoping it 
would lead to an exhumation of our fa¬ 
ther’s body for an autopsy. We were met 
with opposition from every angle includ¬ 


ing the prosecuting attorney, Paul Mal¬ 
oney, and our step mother. After four years 
and no progress, we had grown emotional¬ 
ly and financially exhausted. Yet, I vowed 
to continue. In October of 2001,1 returned, 
telling the same story to Jim Cherry, the 
present prosecuting attorney. He vowed to 
have my father’s body exhumed for an au¬ 
topsy. Several weeks later he changed his 
mind. In fact, he joined Paul Maloney’s 
stand against our pursuit for the truth. Mr 
Maloney is now Chief Judge of Berrien 
County, and is currently on a short list for 
a federal Judgeship. 

My father served throughout WW II 
with the 5th Army, in the 349th regiment 
of the 88th infantry division, also known 
as The Blue Devils. He was a WW II hero 
and awarded the Silver Star for gallantry 
in action. He bravely fought for freedom 
and justice for all. I am on a mission to ex¬ 
pose this horrific crime of murder and 
those who have misused their political 
power to conceal it. For more informa¬ 
tion on this obstruction of justice, visit 
http://www.brencejackson.com. 



Cheryl Jackson-Brown (left) and her sisters, who are fighting for 
justice for their late father. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR. MICH. 


“This case is about how they overturned an election, threw out our votes 
and put fear in the voters. People were actually scared to go to the polls. In 
the next election, they put that corrupt city official back into that seat. We 
still haven’t gotten our chance in Court to state our cause. We need to do 
something about that!” 

— Belinda Brown, Benton Harbor Community Leader 

Tom of the Year Award: “The Tom of the Year Award goes to Pastor 
James Atterberry of Brotherhood Church of God In Christ for a lack of 
civil service, understanding and communication within the community, 
and for using the people for his own personal gain. Chief A1 Mingo was a 
close second, followed by Marcus Robinson, Mark Mitchell, and City 
Manager Pete Mitchell.” 

— Rev. Edward Pinkney 

Charges challenged 
in vote fraud trial 



Rev. Edward Pinkney (left) and his attorney, Timothy Holloway. 
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BY PASTOR MARY GAULT 


You could feel the tension in the 
Berrien County Courtroom of Judge Al¬ 
fred Butzbaugh on Jan. 25, 2007, as 
friends and activists of Rev. Edward 
Pinkney from across the nation gath¬ 
ered for a hearing in his support. The 
hearing argued two motions. One ar¬ 
gued the constitutionality of the Michi¬ 
gan Absentee Voter statute, which 
makes it a 5-year felony to possess, 
without knowledge or bad intent, an ab¬ 


sentee ballot, but only a misdemeanor 
to actually buy a vote. The second chal¬ 
lenged the racial composition of juries 
in Berrien County where, although 
Blacks are 15.5 percent of the popula¬ 
tion, rarely is more than 1 in 30 poten¬ 
tial jurors Black. 

Attorney Timothy Holloway argued 
for the first motion. He argued that 
statutes that involve a malum prohibi¬ 
tum crime were not criminal at common 
law. The person had to have knowledge 
that it was illegal to handle the absentee 


ballots. The prosecution, Aaron J. Mead 
and Gerald L. Vigansky, argued back 
that one only had to have knowledge 
that they possessed an absentee ballot 
belonging to someone else; and that the 
Legislature wanted criminal intent to be 
an element of a criminal offense. They 
compared the handling of an absentee 
ballot and being charged with a felony 
as the same as someone that drove their 
pick-up truck across state line with pos¬ 
session of a gun, and who is prosecuted 
for carrying a concealed weapon. The 
prosecution argued that everyone 
knows it is illegal to possess a con¬ 
cealed weapon without a permit and 
that possession of an absentee ballot 
falls under the same interpretation. At¬ 
torney Holloway cited the Michigan 
Supreme Court case People vs Oliver 
(1912) as well as several other cases 
that ruled that a guilty mind was neces¬ 
sary in order to prosecute. The Judge 
will have a ruling within two weeks. 

Attorney Elliot Hall presented argu¬ 
ments for the motion challenging jury 
composition. He asked that the Court 


move to discovery in the selection of ju¬ 
ries for the Berrien County Circuit 
Court and strike the selection procedure 
as discriminatory and exclusionary with 
regard to minority jurors, and delay 
Rev. Pinkney’s trial until the system can 
be reformed and provide him with a 
non-discriminatory list of jurors called 
to serve. The prosecution did not re¬ 
spond to this motion in writing before 
the hearing, telling the judge that he 
thought discovery would be done while 
the attorneys were present. The Judge 
then told Attorney Hall to gather the 
material from the Clerk and ordered a 
continuance. Then Judge Butzbaugh 
called for the prosecution and defense 
attorneys to join him in his chambers. 
The judge informed the parties that the 
discovery process on jury selection 
would not delay the trial. Attorney Hall 
responded that we would see about that. 

Afterward, Rev. Pinkney said, “We 
gave them a spanking today!” He was 
confident of his attorneys handling of 
the motions, stating that we will go to 
Federal court if we have to appeal these 
motions, and that Judge Butzbaugh will 
always be corrupt. 

The prosecution presented arguments 
to the malum prohibitum issue that didn’t 
hold water for the audience. Many felt 
it ridiculous to compare the handling of 
guns with the handling of ballots. It was 
an eye-opening experience seeing a 
judge go through with a hearing when 
the prosecution hadn’t followed 
through with a written response to the 
defense. Those who continue to observe 
the Court in operation felt the Judge 
was trying to appear to be listening to 
both sides. However, information about 
Judge Butzbaugh’s comment about the 
jury composition motion not having to 
be answered before trial blew that per¬ 
ception out of the water. 
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